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ICT training
concludes

HT Correspondent
Bhopal, February Il

A FIVE-DAY training programme on Infor-
mation, Communication and Technology
(ICT) tools for advocacy for the poor through
community radio and Internet concluded
here at the AICUF Ashram recently. _
The programme was organised by the vol-
untary organisation Poorest Area Civil So-
ciety (PACS) that is active in six states in In-
dia. A total 35 voluntary organisations ac-

tivists from various districts inclu

Raisen, Hoshangabad, Chhindwara, Betul,
Balaghat, Tikamgarh, Chhatarpur ‘and
Mandla attended the training programme.

. They learnt how to use community radio -
and internet effectively to propagate
schemes and programmes meant for the
poor among the targeted beneficiaries.

The idea behind holding the workshop .
was to develop communication skills in the
rural segment of the society so that it could
share its views and experiences through ra- -
dio, mtemetandscomputer T R e e

The training workshop was divided into
four groups. ‘One World’ South Asia’s Geeta
Malhotra, Narendra Deo, Kumar Aman and
Mahipal Rawat led the four groups. '
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Community Radio

revolutzon soon

ITHASbeenadecaﬂelong

' struggle, from February 1995 to

November 2006, to get Govern-

' ment liberalise the Community

Radio to accommodate civil so-
ciety organisations (CS0s) and
ensure that 50 per cent of con-
tent is generated by poor mar-
ginalised communities on is-
sues important to them.
With the ground set for ap-

plications for licences, there

o are more challenges ahead,
- says One World South Asia

o

(OWSA), Grassroots Communi-

cations, ICT Advoeacy and Ca-

“ pacity Building head Geeta
5 Malhotra.
Malhotra, who was in the

* Pradesh and Chhattisgarh,

' says while this is the opportune

time for C80s to make the best

. use of ICTs for development,

there is also a need for net-

' working among organisations

b‘

in relation to sharing of con-
ﬁut, using facilities and airing
of programmes.
‘8o far the practice for CSOs

. was to buy airtime from All In-

dia Radio or narrowcast suc-

| cess stories within communi-
| ties. With the community radio
- | being liberalised that scenario
' is set to change. Malhotra

points out that there have been
several successful experiments

ike the Kutch Mahila Sangh in - |

‘Gujarat, the Deccan Develop-
ment Society in Hyderabad,
Voices in Bangalore to name a
few. The training of Poorest Ar-
eas Civil Society (PACS) CS0s
in ICTs for advocacy, going on
at AICUF Ashram, is in line
with OWSA’s mandate of advo-

cating the use of ICT in rural

areas. “Since PACS CSOs work
for margmahsed rural commu-
nities the training will facili-
tate harnessing of local voices
too,” she says.

She stmssestheﬁ)cuﬁsoga :

andthelmernetmaoommum
ty friendly package. On facing
the challenges, she says the
Community Radio

|

4

Forum"

laumched in New Delhi on Feb-

ruary 1, has set up task forces
on coordination, capacity
building, care and manage-

ment of ICTs. She adds that

there is an urgent need for mul-
ti-stake holder partnerships at
all levels — grassroots; civil so-
ciety networking and govern-
ment to understand the Com-
munity Radio policy.
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